The Fleapit
Cinema Club

W

elcome to Season 18. This season we have
variety, a generous helping of comedy and an
entertaining mix of great foreign films
including French (a cracking Depardieu and a classic
Buñuel); Russian (a modern, sumptuous and highly
original treat); Swedish (a riotous police comedy) and
Spanish (a particularly risqué and irreverent Almodovar).
There’re plenty more laughs across the season including
a special screening of a new British independent comedy.
Django Unchained went down so well, we’ve once again
raided the Tarrantino store cupboard and come out
clutching his laid-back, entertaining and typically
original crime caper, Jackie Brown.
And while we aren’t normally slaves to anniversaries,
this season sees us marking two, the first being Richard
Burton in Under Milk Wood – the perfect way to
celebrate Dylan Thomas’ centenary. Then, just as we
were signing off the season, we heard the sad news of
Lauren Bacall’s death and, in tribute, we have squeezed
in To Have and Have Not – her first film.

Throw in a few more classic slices of Hollywood at its
past and current best; a well-loved British wartime drama
and, before you know it, we’ll be enjoying our finale –
the outrageous farce that for many is Sondheim’s finest
hour: A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum.
We have a truly special screening to kick off the new
season. To mark the centenary of the First World War, the
BFI have compiled a unique collection of silent short
films that, together, make up the programme of a typical
cinema visit in 1914. British and American domestic
comedies; travelogues from Egypt to the Antarctic;
newsreels; an early Chaplin and even an irreverent
cartoon, create a fast-paced cornucopia of early film
entertainment. Furthermore, the BFI commissioned none
other than our very own Stephen Horne to compose and
record the soundtrack… but we won’t be using the
recorded track as Stephen will be here to play for us live.
We can’t think of a better way to welcome you all to the
new season.

The Fleapit Cinema Club
Westerham Hall

Quebec Avenue, Westerham, Kent.
Doors and bar open 7:30pm
Main Feature starts 8:00pm unless otherwise indicated
† Sunday Matinée 2:30pm for 3:00pm

THE SEASon AT A GLAnCE
A night at the Cinema in 1914
To Have and Have not
Tai Toi!
† Life & Death of Colonel Blimp †
Under Milk Wood
Best Little Whorehouse in Rochdale
Frost/nixon
Los Amantes Pasajeros
† The Court Jester †
Russian Ark
Jackie Brown
† Gaslight †
Belle du Jour
Kopps
In the Heat of the night
A Funny Thing Happened
on the Way to the Forum

26th September '14
10th october '14
24th october '14
nd
2 november '14
7th november '14
21st november '14
12th December '14
9th January '15
18th January '15
23rd January '15
6th February '15
15th February '15
20th February '15
6th March '15
20th March '15
10th April '15

Tickets for Members’ Guests are £4.00
payable on the door.
Seats are allocated on a first come, first served basis.
Film Clubs are not bound by the classification system of the British Board of
Film Censors. We leave it to the personal judgement of parents and guardians
to decide if a film is suitable and will gladly give additional information on any
of the films being shown.

For further information please contact:
Mark Mountjoy on 01959-561501
manager@fleapit.info
www.fleapit.info

The Fleapit
Cinema Club

Eighteenth Season
September 2014 - April 2015

A Night at the Cinema in 1914

26/9/14

1914 / UK/USA / 85 min. / B&W & original colour tints
Director: Various
Pianist: Stephen Horn
2014 has rightly been a year of commemoration but this
special screening of the BFI’s compilation allows us to
experience first-hand what cinema goers in 1914 would have
actually enjoyed. Since Stephen first played for us 14 years
ago, his international reputation has grown exponentially so
the BFI commissioning him to compose and record the
accompanying music is no surprise. What will be, though, is
his coming to play it live. This really will be a memorable
evening. In just 85 minutes, we’ll be treated to:
Looping the Loop at Hendon (March 1914) Pioneering
British aviators Gustav Hamel and Bentfield Hucks perform
stunts at the legendary Hendon airfield.
Palace Pandemonium (May 1914)
Emmeline Pankhurst goes to petition the King in person at
Buckingham Palace as part of the highly newsworthy
campaign for female suffrage.
Austrian Tragedy (July 1914) Following the assassination of
Archduke Franz Ferdinand in Sarajevo, this newsreel shows
footage of the Austro-Hungarian royal family, including the
wedding of Archduke Karl who succeeded Franz Ferdinand as
heir to the imperial throne.
Dogs for the Antarctic (August 1914) Following the death of
Captain Scott, Sir Ernest Shackleton plans another expedition
to Antarctica, taking plenty of dogs.
Daisy Doodad’s Dial American star Florence Turner ran her
own film company at the Hepworth studios on the Thames. In
this comedy, the ebullient Daisy Doodad practises for a facepulling competition and ends up getting herself arrested.
Egypt and Her Defenders This travelogue, with original
colour tinting, of the famous sights of Egypt shows British
Consul General, Lord Kitchener, reviewing the troops.
Lieutenant Pimple and the Stolen Submarine Fred Evans
was the most popular British comedian of the age, turning out
hundreds of low budget ‘Pimple’ films. Here Pimple foils the
plans of dastardly foreign spies. The BFI notes say: “If Monty
Python had made comedies in 1914 they would look like this.”
Scouts’ Valuable Aid (August 1914) In 1914 even the young
were mobilised to help the war effort…enter a pair of cliff top
Sea Scouts on the look-out for an invading fleet.
German Occupation of Historic Louvain (September 1914)
When Germany invaded neutral Belgium, their destruction of
the historic town of Louvain and its ancient university library
provoked worldwide outrage.

Kopps

6/03/15

2007 / Sweden / 90 min. / Colour
Director: Josef Fares
Fares Fares, Torkel Petersson, Sissela Kyle,
Göran Ragnerstam, Eva Röse
Högboträsk is a quiet and peaceful Swedish village – in fact,
the local Police have nothing to do. When the Police Board
realise this, they threaten the station with closure. The local
force therefore decides to stage crimes themselves (including
vandalism, kidnapping and a shoot-out) to prove their village
really does need them... Maybe not The Seventh Seal – but this
Swedish comedy is definitely a lot more fun.

In the Heat of the Night

20/03/15

1967 / USA / 109 min. / Colour
Director: Norman Jewison
Sidney Poitier, Rod Steiger, Warren Oates
It’s about time we featured Poitier and this is certainly one of
his best films, not least because his on screen partnership with
Steiger is pretty well perfect.
Wealthy Philip Colbert is murdered in Sparta, a small, and
racist, Mississippi town. White police Chief Bill Gillespie
(Steiger) orders any vagrants to be rounded up and the search
finds Virgil Tibbs (Poitier) waiting at the station for his
connection to Memphis. He is immediately arrested but
Gillespie is embarrassed to discover he is a Police Detective in
Philadelphia. Tibbs just wants to leave but is ordered to stay by
his boss and he and Gillespie must learn to work together and
catch the murderer…

A Funny Thing Happened
on the Way to the Forum

10/04/15
7:00 for 7:30

1966 / UK/USA / 99 min. / Colour
Director: Richard Lester
Zero Mostel, Phil Silvers, Michael Crawford,
Buster Keaton, Michael Hordern, Peter Butterworth,
Roy Kinnear, Jon Pertwee, Frank Thornton
Tunes by Sondheim, nicolas Roeg behind the camera; the best
Anglo-American cast ever put together in front of it; a properly
witty script and a central character who’s "the lyingest,
cheatingest, sloppiest slave in all of Rome". A delightful way
to celebrate another season - and, as ever, we’ll be serving a
hot supper in the interval.
As our season finale this film will start 7:30pm and a hot
supper will be served in the interval.

Membership Application
Title:

Initials:

Surname:
Address:

Post Code:
Telephone number:
E-mail address:
(Please include your email address if you have one, it will not be passed
to any other parties and will solely be used for Fleapit communication.)

Annual Individual Membership

£35

Concession (student/senior citizen) £30

Annual Family Members

£65

Concession (student/senior citizen) £55
Please complete the above and send with your
cheque, made payable to:

THE FLEAPIT CINEMA CLUB,
c/o Mark Mountjoy, The Manor House,
Westerham, Kent, TN16 1TN
Membership entitles entrance to all films at no extra
cost. Family membership covers two or more adults
and/or children living at the same address.

Life & Death of Colonel Blimp

2/11/14

1943 / UK / 163 min. / Colour
Sunday Matinée - 3:00pm
Directors: Michael Powell & Emeric Pressburger
Deborah Kerr, Roger Livesey, Anton Walbrook
Powell and Pressburger’s bitter-sweet wartime tale of a great
and aging soldier forced to accept modern times is perfect for
a winter Sunday afternoon. Well-measured and
unsentimentally honest, this gentle but acutely prescient
dissection of wartime England understands that England itself
is also undergoing irrevocable and fundamental change.

Under Milk Wood

7/11/14

1972 / UK / 87 min. / B&W
Director: Andrew Sinclair
Richard Burton, Elizabeth Taylor, Siân Phillips,
David Jason, Glynis Johns, Victor Spinetti, Ruth Madoc,
Angharad Rees, Ann Beach, Vivien Merchant,
Peter O'Toole
Few films can claim so stellar a cast and few works were better
suited to Burton’s compelling voice than Under Milk Wood.
Beautifully shot and utterly mesmeric, not many will forget the
short time spent with the ghosts and residents of Llareggub, the
peculiar Welsh fishing village imagined by Thomas.

Best Little Whorehouse in Rochdale

21/11/14

2011 / UK / 106 min. / Colour
Director: Ian Vernon
Jeni Howarth Williams, Denice Hope Denice Hope,
Sophia Hatfield, Caroline Melliar-Smith
After the untimely death of her husband, shy Joan (a part-time
cleaner) needs money fast to keep her home. She asks Fred, her
sleazy boss, for extra hours but he fires Joan and employs the
glamorous but empty-headed Sharon in her stead. Desperate
measures are called for and, helped by Sharon and two other
former colleagues, she becomes the Madame of a do-ityourself co-operative brothel...a brothel with no sex. This
original, award-winning and independent British comedy is a
gentle delight and we hope our screening will be introduced by
one of the team that made it.

Frost/Nixon

12/12/14

2008 / UK/USA/France / 122 min. / Colour
Director: Ron Howard
Frank Langella, Michael Sheen, Kevin Bacon, Toby Jones
This compelling film relates the ultimate tale of journalistic
cat-and-mouse. First, how can David Frost get disgraced exPresident nixon to agree to an interview and second, will he

then get nixon to confess? Frost/nixon is one of those rare
films where we know what is going to happen from the start –
it is faithful to the key events – yet remain gripped by the twists
and turns of the journey. Sheen and Langella are magnificent in
the title roles.

Los Amantes Pasajeros (I’m So Excited) 9/01/15
2013 / Spain / 90 min. / Colour
Director: Pedro Almodóvar
Javier Cámara, Antonio de la Torre, Raúl Arévalo,
Carlos Areces, Hugo Silva
Almodóvar was at film school during Franco’s dictatorship and
his subsequent career has seen him exorcising the ghosts of
repression and restriction. This adult comedy, his latest film,
truly sticks up two fingers to fascist sensibilities. Franco,
frankly, is still spinning…After take-off, an airline pilot
realises his undercarriage is now broken and he is forced to fly
in circles while the authorities try to find a suitable runway for
an emergency landing. The economy passengers are all
drugged to avoid panic while the few travelling Business Class
are distracted by the campest air stewards this side of Barbara
Cartland’s nightgown through drink, drugs, sex and a dubious
disco cabaret. Bit-by-bit we learn their bizarre and twisted
stories until it’s time to land…

The Court Jester

18/01/15

1955 / USA / 96 min. / Colour
Sunday Matinée - 3:00pm
Directors: Melvin Frank & Norman Panama
Danny Kaye, Glynis Johns, Basil Rathbone,
Angela Lansbury
The comedy musical that just about invented the Sunday
matinée. It’s medieval England, the King and his family have
been massacred and the battle is on to restore the rightful heir
to the throne. Trouble is, he’s a baby with an unmistakable
birthmark on his bottom. Enter Danny Kaye, in fine voice of
course, to the rescue…

Russian Ark Русский ковчег

23/01/14

2003 / Russia/Germany/Canada/Finland / 90 min. / Colour
Director: Alexander Sokurov
Alexander Sokurov, Sergei Dontsov, Mariya Kuznetsova,
Marksim Sergeyev
This remarkable film is set entirely in the Winter Palace (aka
The Hermitage) in Saint Petersburg and was shot in a single
take. An unnamed narrator - a ghost - wanders through the
Palace accompanied by ‘the European’, a C.19th French
traveller. In each room they encounter real and fictional people
(including Peter and Catherine the Great and Tsar nicholas I)

from the city's 300-year history. What really grabs the senses
though are the fabulous period costumes, Glinka’s music (a live
orchestra conducted by Valery Gergiev), the cinematography
and, of course, the Palace itself. More drama than documentary,
more elegy than history, this is a truly original film that never
forgets that its first job is to entertain.

Jackie Brown

6/02/15

1997 / USA / 90 min. / Colour
Director: Quentin Tarrantino
Pam Grier, Samuel L. Jackson, Robert Forster,
Bridget Fonda, Michael Keaton, Robert De Niro
Despite the occasional moment of explosive action and
trademark killing, this is a rather reflective film with a
touching - if never realised - romance at its heart. ordell
Robbie (Jackson) is a LA gun runner who hides his money in
Mexico and uses the air hostess Jackie Brown (the peerless
Pam Grier) to smuggle it back as needed. However, she is
arrested and bailed by bondsman Max Cherry (Forster) who
also bails another of Robbie’s team. When the authorities offer
Jackie Brown a deal to set up Robbie, the body count begins to
rise. A clever (but not confusing) plot that still keeps you
guessing, great performances and, yes, carefully rationed
violence – it’s Tarrantino proving he can tell a good story.

Gaslight

15/02/15

1940 / UK / 89 min. / Colour
Sunday Matinée - 3:00pm
Director: Thorold Dickinson
Anton Walbrook, Diana Wynyard, Frank Pettingell
Twenty years on, the house where Alice Barlow was murdered
is finally occupied but the husband has a secret he will do
anything to keep hidden while his wife has troubles of her
own…This highly charged and menacing slice of British noir
proves what can be done when talented people are given a very
small budget…a classic.

Belle du Jour

20/02/15

1967 / France / 90 min. / Colour
Director: Luis Buñuel
Catherine Deneuve, Jean Sorel, Michel Piccoli
This is Buñuel's first colour film and his most successful.
Housewife Séverine Serizy (Deneuve) is frigid and her
husband has retreated into a sadomasochistic fantasy world but
the marriage is hanging together. Séverine is then persuaded to
start working at a high-class brothel where she becomes
entangled with one particular client, a gangster. 50 Nuances de
Gris perhaps?

General French’s Contemptible Little Army In this early –
and irreverent - animated film by Lancelot Speed, General
French, commander of the British army in France, gets the
better of the Germans.
Christmas at the Front (December 1914) British troops
celebrate Christmas at the Front. If it looks rather jolly, well,
there’s nothing new about propaganda.
The Perils of Pauline In this episode of the American serial,
Pearl White stars as Pauline, the feisty heroine unrelentlessly
pursued by villains eager to get their hands on her fortune.
Look out for both an accidental hot air balloon trip and a
spectacular rescue from a burning building.
The Rollicking Rajah Years This Vivaphone song film would
have been accompanied by a synchronised sound disc, now
lost. Stephen has recreated it from the surviving sheet music which wonderfully shows the ladies fashions and dance moves
of the day.
A Film Johnnie In 1914, Hollywood is born and British
comedian Charles Chaplin is its greatest star. He exploded onto
British screens in summer that year. We close the evening with
one of his very first films - set, appropriately, in a cinema.

To Have and Have Not

10/10/14

1944 / USA / 100 min. / B&W
Director: Howard Hawks
Humphrey Bogart, Walter Brennan, Lauren Bacall,
Dolores Moran, Hoagy Carmichael
Laureen Bacall’s death marks the end of a living link to
Hollywood’s golden era and, in tribute, we’re going right back
to her very first film – a romantic wartime adventure set in
Martinique and starring Humphrey Bogart. As one would
expect from a film even loosely based on a story by
Hemmingway, this is fast-paced entertainment, but it is the
evident chemistry between Bacall and Bogart that grips. By the
end of May 1945, Bogart had divorced his third wife and
married Bacall, only to be parted upon his death in 1957.

Tai Toi! (Ruby & Quentin)

24/10/14

2003 / France/Italy / 87 min. / Colour
Director: Francis Veber
Gérard Depardieu, Jean Reno, Richard Berry
Fleapit favourite Depardieu is Quentin, a dim-witted smalltime thief, who meets Ruby (Reno) in jail. Ruby is a member
of a criminal gang run by Vogel, with whose wife he is having
an affair. once outside, Reno can’t get rid of Quentin as they
flee both the law and Vogel in a series of highly enjoyable and
extremely funny misadventures.

