The Fleapit
Cinema Club

W

elcome to Season 16 – after last year’s
celebratory foray into the best of British
cinema, we are returning to an international
salmagundi into which we have packed as much variety
as possible, naturally with a continued emphasis on great
entertainment and accessible surprises.
This season you will find classic Hollywood drama
nestling alongside comedy stretching across nine
decades. We have films from no fewer than six countries
including Offside from Iran – a truly remarkable,
uplifting and highly watchable film that has everything to
do with the human spirit and very little to do with
football.
Featured actors include (in order of appearance): Peter
Sellers, Peter O'Toole, Katharine Hepburn, James
Stewart, Grace Kelly, Kenneth Branagh, Judi Dench,
Rita Hayworth, Frank Sinatra, Elizabeth Taylor, Paul
Newman, Marilyn Monroe, Cary Grant, Ginger Rogers,
Marcello Mastroianni, Dustin Hoffman and Anne
Bancroft. Not a bad cast list and the last two rather give
the game away that we will be closing with that iconic
masterpiece of seduction, The Graduate.
Given this is our 16th season, it is no surprise that those
members who weren’t with us in the first few years are
requesting films screened before they joined.
Consequently we will continue to revisit films still in
demand and that went down well first time around. This
time, it’s Tati’s funniest and best – Mon Oncle.
Our guiding principle for the season is that every film
should be a good story, well told – as near to a definition
of ‘entertaining’ as we can come up with. Of course, it
may be stretching a point to describe the nostalgic
shenanigans of our opener The Wrong Arm of the Law as
a good story – but you know what we mean!
We look forward to welcoming you.
PS. As well as our website you can
now also visit us on
www.facebook.com/fleapit

The Fleapit Cinema Club
Westerham Hall

Quebec Avenue, Westerham, Kent.
Doors and bar open 7:30pm
Main Feature starts 8:00pm unless otherwise indicated
† Sunday Matinée 2:30pm for 3:00pm

THE SEASON AT A GLANCE
The Wrong Arm of the Law
Mon Oncle
Capote
† The Lion in Winter †
Otto e Mezzo (81/2)
Rear Window
My Week with Marilyn
Son of Rambow
† Pal Joey †
The Station Agent
L’Atalante
Cat on a Hot Tin Roof
 (Offside)
† Monkey Business †
Silent Night*
Whale Rider
The Graduate
*See programme for details

28th September ‘12
12th October ‘12
26th October ‘12
4th November ‘12
9th November ‘12
23rd November ‘12
14th December ‘12
4th January ‘13
13th January ‘13
18th January ‘13
1st February ‘13
15th February ‘13
1st March ‘13
10th March ‘13
15th March ‘13
5th April ‘13
19th April ‘13

Tickets for Members’ Guests are £4.00
payable on the door.
Seats are allocated on a first come, first served basis.
Film Clubs are not bound by the classification system of the British Board of
Film Censors. We leave it to the personal judgement of parents and guardians
to decide if a film is suitable and will gladly give additional information on any
of the films being shown.

For further information please contact:
Mark Mountjoy on 01959-561501
manager@fleapit.info
www.fleapit.info

The Fleapit
Cinema Club

Sixteenth Season
September 2012 - April 2013

The Wrong Arm of the Law

28/9/12

1963 / 94 min. / B&W
Director: Cliff Owen
Peter Sellers, Bernard Cribbins, Lionel Jeffries,
John Le Mesurier, Bill Kerr, Nanette Newman
We kick off with a classic British comedy written by Galton
and Simpson. A criminal gang from Australia is hitting London
by impersonating policemen and so reducing the takings of
two local outfits led by ‘Pearly’ Gates (Sellers) and ‘Nervous’
O'Toole (Cribbins). They join forces with Inspector ‘Nosey’
Parker (Jeffries) to bring the interlopers to justice…Great fun
and, if you’re sharp, you’ll also spot John Junkin, Dennis
Price, Dick Emery, John Harvey, Derek Guyler and an
uncredited Michael Caine.

Mon Oncle

12/10/12

1958 / 120 min. / Colour
Director: Jacques Tati
Jacques Tati, Jean-Pierre Zola, Adrienne Servantie,
Alain Bécourt
As we’ve had more requests for films featuring M. Hulot than
any other, we’re delighted to present another chance to enjoy
the funniest of all Tati’s films. This time Hulot is battling
against everything that’s modern from household gadgets he
doesn’t understand to new-style furniture that just isn’t
comfortable. This is also Tati’s first in colour and the film
looks fabulous - and there are none of those elegiac longueurs
that defined (or spoiled) his later career. It’s hard to believe that
this film was made all of 55 years ago as it remains fresh and
strangely contemporary. This is pure, unalloyed joy.

Capote

26/10/12

2005 / 114 min. / Colour
Director: Bennett Miller
Philip Seymour Hoffman, Catherine Keener,
Clifton Collins Jr., Bruce Greenwood
One of the most successful recent modern biopics sees
Hoffman nail his acting credentials with his tour-de-force as
the eponymous idiosyncratic author. Perry and Dick Clutter
have been arrested for the murder of four family members.
Their guilt is never in question and Capote becomes fixated on
understanding why they carried out the brutal slayings. Over
time, his relationship with Perry develops and as the murderer
opens out, he comes to his own conclusions (published in his
book In Cold Blood) about the possibilities of redemption in
extremis. Absolutely gripping and worthy of the many awards
it garnered.

The Kid Brother
1927 / 84 min. / B&W
Directors: Ted Wilde, J.A. Howe (co-director), Harold Lloyd
(uncredited), Lewis Milestone
Harold Lloyd, Jobyna Ralston, Walter James, Leo Willis,
Olin Francis, Constantine Romanoff, Eddie Boland, Frank
Lanning, Ralph Yearsley
Many afficionados’ favourite Harold Lloyd, its set pieces may
not be as well known as some others, but they are just as clever
and just as funny.
It’s 1877: the most important family in Hickoryville are
(naturally enough) the Hickorys, with Sheriff Jim and his tough
manly sons Leo and Olin. The timid youngest son, Harold,
doesn’t have the muscles to match up to them, so he has to use
his wits to win the respect of his strong father and also the love
of the beautiful Mary...

Whale Rider

5/4/13

2002 / 101 min. / Colour
Director: Niki Caro
Keisha Castle-Hughes, Rawiri Paratene, Vicky Haughton,
Cliff Curtis
Our first ever New Zealand film is the contemporary story of
Paikea, a 12-year-old girl who, following the death of her
mother and twin brother, is the sole heir (after her father) to
the leadership of her tribe. However, only the first son born
to the family can inherit and when the chief’s outspoken
disappointment in having ‘only’ a granddaughter drives
Paikea’s father away, Paikea’s reasserts her intention to break
with tradition…The conflicts between ancient custom and
modern expectations; between young and old, between love
and duty are beautifully explored and beautifully shot.

The Graduate

19/4/12

1967 / 129 min. / Colour
7:00 for 7:30
Director: Mike Nichols
Dustin Hoffman, Anne Bancroft, Katharine Ross
You’ve got to feel for Benjamin Braddock – it’s summer; he’s
just left college; he’s nearly, but not quite, 21 and, as far as he’s
concerned, the rest of his life stretches aimlessly before him.
And then no sooner is he seduced by the somewhat older Mrs
Robinson (the wife of his father’s law firm partner) when he
goes and falls in love with her daughter…The Graduate may
be bedded firmly in the sixties but its appeal is timeless – and
then there’s the Simon and Garfunkle soundtrack
As our season finale this film will start 7:30pm and a hot
supper will be served in the interval.

Membership Application
Title:

Initials:

Surname:
Address:

Post Code:
Telephone number:
E-mail address:
(Please include your email address if you have one, it will not be passed
to any other parties and will solely be used for Fleapit communication.)

Annual Individual Membership

£30

Concession (student/senior citizen) £25

Annual Family Members

£55

Concession (student/senior citizen) £45
Please complete the above and send with your
cheque, made payable to:

THE FLEAPIT CINEMA CLUB,
c/o Mark Mountjoy, The Manor House,
Westerham, Kent, TN16 1TN
Membership entitles entrance to all films at no extra
cost. Family membership covers two or more adults
and/or children living at the same address.

My Week with Marilyn

14/12/12

2011 / 101 min. / Colour
Director: Simon Curtis
Michelle Williams, Kenneth Branham, Julia Ormond,
Zoie Wanamaker, Judi Denice
Back in 1957, Munroe came to England to shoot the The
Prince and the Showgirl opposite Laurence Olivier. When
Munroe’s husband, Arthur Miller, returns home, she is escorted
around London by the young, impressionable and somewhat
naïve aspiring filmmaker Colin Clark…
Our film relives Clark’s extraordinary seven days with style,
wit and panache, thanks to an excellent script, fabulous period
detail and to the felicity, subtlety and skill with which the cast
play their illustrious forerunners. Munroe’s fragility and
charisma are at the film’s heart alongside treats like Judi
Denice playing Sybil Thorndike. Fabulous!

Son of Rambow

4/1/13

2008 / 96 min. / B&W
Director: Garth Jennings
Will Poulter, Bill Milner, Neil Dudgeon, Adam Golden
Don’t be put off by the title – the Fleapit resolutely remains a
Stallone-free zone. However, if it weren’t for Sylvester, we
wouldn’t have this delightful British coming-of-age comedy
that sees two eleven year-old friends making their own version
of the appalling Rambo original (First Blood). Starting with
modest ambition and in secret (the parents of one of the friends
are strict Plymouth Brethren and film watching, never mind
film making, are strictly off the agenda), the project gains
momentum and eventually sucks in their entire school –
including a group of visiting French exchange students.
Brilliantly funny, the film is also a moving portrayal of
friendship, trust and reconciliation and was a deserved hit
when it first came out, appealing to cinema goers across the
generations.

Pal Joey

13/1/13

1957 / 109 min. / Colour
Sunday Matinée - 3:00pm
Director: George Sidney
Rita Hayworth, Frank Sinatra, Kim Novak
Considered by many to be the definitive Sinatra vehicle, his
portrayal of the womanizing, wise-cracking and hard-bitten
eponymous Joey is a joy. Torn between the wealthy Vera
(Hayworth) and poor but compatible Linda (Novak), Joey is
forced to decide between financial advantage and love...
Based on the Rodgers & Hart original Broadway show of
1940, musical highlights include The Lady is a Tramp,
Bewitched, Bothered and Bewildered and My Funny Valentine.
Wonderful stuff!

The Station Agent

18/1/13

2003 / 88 min. / Colour
Director: Thomas McCarthy
Peter Dinklage, Patricia Clarkson, Bobby Cannavale
We sometimes forget that there is more to modern American
cinema than the commercial excess of Hollywood. They also
have a thriving independent film industry that every so often
throws up a particular little gem such as the Station Agent, a
gentle, slice-of-life comedy-drama that is utterly compelling
despite, or perhaps because of, its simplicity. Such films have
nowhere to hide and therefore depend entirely upon the
development and portrayal of engaging characters.
Fortunately, Finbar McBride and those he meets when he
moves to an abandoned railway station he has inherited are not
quickly forgotten.

L’Atalante

1/2/13

1934 / 89 min. / B&W
Director: Jean Vigo
Jean Dasté, Dita Parlo, Michel Simon
L'Atalante is a neglected gem of French pre-war cinema, often
forgotten in favour of the more famous films from the Nouvelle
Vague which it did so much to inspire. It is a simple domestic
tale of a jealous canal barge captain, his new wife and their
cargo trip from Le Havre to Paris that doubles as their
honeymoon. The barge has only traveled a few kilometers
before tensions rise, not least because the all-male crew is
unaccustomed to having a woman on board...
This was the last film Vigo made before he died of tuberculosis
in October that year at the tragically young age of 34. It is only
recently that his work has been rediscovered and recognised.
We are screening a newly remastered print reissued by the BFI

Cat on a Hot Tin Roof

15/2/13

1958 / 107 min. / Colour
Director: Richard Brooks
Elizabeth Taylor, Paul Newman, Burl Ives
It’s wealthy patriarch Big Daddy’s 65th birthday (his last
thanks to cancer) and he is joined by his two sons (the washed
up Brick and the scheming Gooper) and their wives, the
childless Maggie (Big Daddy’s favourite and the ‘cat’ of the
title) and the ever-so fertile Mae. With Big Daddy’s fortune at
stake, the emotional undercurrents of blame, guilt and
repressed sexuality force secrets inexorably to the
surface…Stunning performances drive Tennessee Williams’
hard-hitting and much requested family melodrama along like
a sledgehammer.

 (Offside)

1/3/13

2006 / 93 min. / Colour
Director: Jafar Panahi
Shima Mobarak-Shahi, Safar Samandar, Shayesteh Irani,
Ayda Sadeqi, Golnaz Farmani
Offside offers a window into contemporary life that would
otherwise be closed to western audiences. Shot entirely in Iran,
the film’s simple premise is based on a terrifying reality –
Iranian females attending a football match (or any other
sporting occasion for that matter), face jail or worse. Based on
the exploits of the director’s own daughter who had the
courage to defy this misogynistic prejudice and go anyway,
Offside relives another young girl’s attempt to see her beloved
national team play in a world cup qualifying match. Knowing
the real-life penalties facing not just the characters involved,
but the actors and crew themselves, makes this an utterly
absorbing and gripping film. And, you’ll be pleased to know, it
has nothing really to do with football.

Monkey Business

10/3/13

1952 / 95 min. / B&W
Sunday Matinée - 3:00pm
Director: Howard Hawks
Marilyn Monroe, Cary Grant, Ginger Rogers,
Charles Coburn
This serves as a delightful companion piece to My Week with
Marilyn and proves she really was an excellent actress with a
true gift for comedy – no matter how screwball. Throw in an
extraordinarily random clutch of Hollywood’s finest, an elixir
for youth that is inadvertently added to a research laboratory’s
water cooler and a chimpanzee called Esther and all of a
sudden, Sunday afternoons make sense…Incidentally, if
you’re wondering why we’re not showing The Prince and The
Showgirl instead, the answer is simple – it’s rubbish and
represents the low-point of both Olivier and Munroe’s career!

Silent Night XII

15/3/13

We once again welcome Stephen Horne as our accompanist.

Easy Street
1917. USA - 20 min. B&W
Director: Charles Chaplin, Edward Brewer
Charles Chaplin, Edna Purviance, Eric Campbell
A classic Chaplin short from the Mutual Films era when
laughs still had the upper hand over sentimentality.
Easy Street sees Chaplin’s little tramp take on the full
panoply of law and order as he combats crime and
criminals single handedly...

The Lion in Winter

4/11/12

1968 / 134 min. / Colour
Sunday Matinée - 3:00pm
Director: Anthony Harvey
Peter O'Toole, Katharine Hepburn, Anthony Hopkins,
Timothy Dalton
One of cinema’s great historical sagas puts the royal spotlight
on the machinations of Henry II’s C.12th court. He’s
imprisoned his wife, Eleanor of Aquitaine, in Windsor castle
while their youngest and oldest sons (Prince John and the
future Richard the Lionheart) jostle for the right to succeed
their father…Sumptuous, intriguing and totally engaging, the
excellent cast have a ball with this well, if anachronistically
scripted, slice of early medieval life that is, admittedly, truer to
human emotions than it is to the strict reality of history. Sit
back and enjoy!

Otto e Mezzo (81/2)

9/11/12

1963 / 138 min. / B&W
Director: Federico Fellini
Marcello Mastroianni, Claudia Cardinale, Anouk Aimée
Such is Fellini’s reputation, so revered is he by film buffs that
it is easy for those of us who just like a good film to forget that
a rich comedic vein runs through his work. And no more so
than in the semi-autobiographical, Oscar-winning 8. The
ever-charismatic Marcello Mastroianni is perfectly cast as
Guido Anselmi, a famous Italian director suffering from
director's block. He is bogged down in his latest film – part
science fiction, part a contemplation on Catholicism - and is
as bored with his work as he is with his marriage. With present
reality offering so little, he increasingly resorts to flashbacks
and fantasy…An important, original film that is also highly
entertaining.

Rear Window

23/11/12

1954 / 112 min. / Colour
Director: Alfred Hitchcock
James Stewart, Grace Kelly & Raymond Burr
Another slice of Hitchcock genius, this time with a
recuperating James Stewart confined to a wheelchair in his
apartment. Passing the time by watching his neighbours, the
benign voyeur spies a jewellery salesman argue with his
bedridden wife – and then sees the wife no more. Coincidence
or, as he, his nurse and girlfriend come to think, murder? All of
Hitchcock’s trademarks are here – suspense, jeopardy and
claustrophobia have been masterfully wrapped up in sly, wry
humour. Proof enough that Hitchcock is one of, if not the,
greatest film directors. Perfect.

