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The Fleapit
Cinema Club

elcome to Season 20. This season marks a
change in how the films have been selected. To
mark the Club’s 20th anniversary we have
opened our extensive back catalogue of films so that new
members or those more recently joined may enjoy
previously shown classics like Cinema Paradiso. This
will also give longer-standing members an opportunity to
reacquaint themselves with some great films. This
decision, of course, has nothing to do with a lack of new
titles. Rather, it’s to meet the requests from many more
recent members to see films screened in earlier Seasons.

We are delighted to include three major screenings
introduced by guest speakers. We open with Chick Lit
from Capriol Films. Tony Britten, the film’s director, will
attend our opening night to introduce this wonderful
British comedy. Members who attended last Season’s
Festival will remember Tony and that we had originally
hoped to screen the film as part of the festival. We have
been exceptionally lucky to secure The Battle of the
Somme for screening on Armistice Day this year, it will
be introduced by Dr. Toby Haggith of the Imperial War
Museum and will be screened with live accompaniment
by Stephen Horne and Martin Pyne playing the original
melody. In February, polar explorer Jason de Carteret
has agreed to introduce Herbert Ponting’s landmark film
The Great White Silence, contemporary footage from the
doomed Scott Antarctic expedition. In order to include
these we have added extra screening dates on
consecutive Friday’s so please make a note of them in
your diaries.

After a successful Inaugural Fleapit UK Independent
Film Festival last season we have scheduled the second
for the same weekend in February 2017. A full
programme will be issued later in the year.

We look forward to welcoming you to our 20th Season,
marking the countdown to our Silver Anniversary in
2021.

The Fleapit Cinema Club
Westerham Hall

Quebec Avenue, Westerham, Kent.

Doors and bar open 7:30pm
Main Feature starts 8:00pm unless otherwise indicated
† Sunday Matinée 2:30pm for 3:00pm

THE SEASON AT A GLANCE

Chick Lit
Strangers on a Train
Le Placard
† Tea with Musolini †
Shirley Valentine
The Battle of the Somme
Cinema Paradiso
Passport to Pimlico
Amélie
† Much Ado About Nothing †
Troll Hunter
Fleapit UK Independent Film Festival
Aguirre, the Wrath of God
The Great White Silence
Waking Ned
Ten Canoes
Harvey

23th September '16
7th October '16
21st October '16
30th October '16
4th November '16
11th November '16
18th November '16
9th December '16
6th January '17
15th January '17
20th January '17
rd
3 ~ 5th February '17
17th February '17
24th February '17
3rd March '17
17th March '17
31st March '17

Tickets for Members’ Guests are £4.50
payable on the door.

Seats are allocated on a first come, first served basis.

Film Clubs are not bound by the classification system of the British Board of
Film Censors. We leave it to the personal judgement of parents and guardians
to decide if a film is suitable and will gladly give additional information on any
of the films being shown.

For further information please contact:
Mark Mountjoy on 07711-720740

manager@fleapit.info

www.fleapit.info

The Fleapit
Cinema Club

Twentieth Season

September 2016 - March 2017

Chick Lit

Introduced by: Tony Britten

23/9/16

2016 / UK / 96 min. / Colour
Director: Tony Britten
Caroline Catz, Tom Palmer, David Troughton,
Miles Jupp, Christian McKay, Dakota Blue Richards,
John Hurt, Eileen Atkins, Cathy Tyson, James Wilby,
Niamh Cusack
A comedy about four guys trying to save their local pub from
closure. Together they group write a chick lit novel, rather in
the style of Fifty Shades of Grey and it gets snapped up. The
only snag is that the publisher insists that the young woman
‘author’ does press and publicity...
We are delighted that Tony Britten, the film’s co-writer and
director, will join us to open the Season.

Strangers on a Train

7/10/16

1951 / USA / 101 min. / B&W
Director: Alfred Hitchcock
Farley Granger, Robert Walker, Ruth Roman,
Leo G. Carroll, Patricia Hitchcock
A welcome return for Alfred Hitchock to The Fleapit.
Strangers on a Train tells of two strangers who meet on a train:
a young tennis player and a charming psychopath. The
psychopath suggests that because they each want to get rid of
someone, they should exchange murders, and so evade
capture.

Le Placard (The Closet)

21/10/16

2001 / France / 84 min. / Colour
Director: Francis Veber
Daniel Auteuil, Gérard Depardieu, Thierry Lhermitte
There is no shortage of films about gay men pretending to be
straight so the French, typically, tipped the idea on its head and
created this wonderfully tart comedy about a straight man
pretending to be gay. Francois Pignon is a beige-bland
accountant who learns he is about to lose his job. Considering
suicide, he is saved by a plan dreamt up by his neighbour –
pretend to be gay and they won’t touch you for fear of a sex
discrimination suit. So begins his quickly convoluted double
life, under the watchful eye of Gerard Depardieu playing a
hideously bigoted employee relations executive. Gallic
through and through.

Waking Ned

3/03/17

Ten Canoes

17/03/17

1998 / UK / 90 min / Colour
Director: Kirk Jones
Ian Bannen, David Kelly, Fionnula Flanagan,
Susan Lynch, James Nesbitt
Someone in the small Irish village of Tulaigh More, has won
the lottery. But who? To complicate matters further, Irish
Lottery rules stipulate that a winning ticket can only be
claimed by the winner in person. It's left to Ian Brannagh to
lead the villagers in this delightful, laugh-out-loud comedy as
they strive to find the ticket, thwart the lottery authorities,
collect the money and keep their community together.

2007 / Australia / 90 min. / Colour
Director: Rolf de Heer, Peter Djigirr
Crusoe Kurddal, Jamie Gulpilil, Richard Birrinbirrin
In Australia's Northern Territory, a man tells a story of his
people and land. It's about an older man, Minygululu, who has
three wives and realizes that his younger brother, Dayindi, may
try to steal away the youngest wife. So, over a few days and
several trips into the outback, Minygululu tells Dayindi a story
set in the time of their ancestors when a stranger came to the
village and disrupted the lives of Ridjimiraril, his three wives,
and his younger brother Yeeralparil who had no wife and liked
to visit his youngest sister-in-law. Stories within stories, but
can they teach values and bring balance and harmony?

Harvey

31/3/17

1950 / USA / 104 min. / B&W
7:00 for 7:30
Director: Henry Koster
James Stewart, Josephine Hull, Peggy Dow
Elwood P. Dowd is a middle-aged, amiable, and somewhat
eccentric individual whose best friend is an invisible 6' 3.5" tall
rabbit named Harvey. As described by Dowd, Harvey is a
pooka, a benign but mischievous creature from Celtic
mythology who is especially fond of social outcasts, like
himself. Elwood has driven his sister and niece (who live with
him and crave normality and a place in society) to distraction
by introducing everyone he meets to his friend, Harvey. His
family seems to be unsure whether Dowd's obsession with
Harvey is a product of his admitted propensity to drink or
perhaps mental illness...
As our season finale this film will start 7:30pm and a hot
supper will be served in the interval.

!

Title:

Surname:

Membership Application
Initials:

Address:

Post Code:

Telephone number:
E-mail address:

(Please include your email address if you have one, it will not be passed
to any other parties and will solely be used for Fleapit communication.)

Annual Individual Membership

£35

Annual Family Members

£65

Concession (student/senior citizen) £30

Concession (student/senior citizen) £55

Please complete the above and send with your
cheque, made payable to:

THE FLEAPIT CINEMA CLUB,

c/o Mark Mountjoy, The Pheasantry,
Westerham, Kent, TN16 1FY

Membership entitles entrance to all films at no extra
cost. Family membership covers two or more adults
and/or children living at the same address.

Aguirre, der Zorn Gottes
(Aguirre, the Wrath of God)

17/02/17

The Great White Silence

24/02/17

1972 / Germany / 94 min. / Colour
Director: Werner Herzog
Klaus Kinski, Ruy Guerra, Helena Rojo
The story follows Spanish soldier Lope de Aguirre leading a
group of conquistadores down the Orinoco and Amazon River
in South America in search of the legendary city of gold, El
Dorado. Using a minimalist story and little dialogue, the film
creates a vision of madness and folly, counterpointed by the
lush but unforgiving Amazonian jungle. Although based
loosely on what is known of the historical Aguirre, the film's
storyline is, as Herzog acknowledged years after the film's
release, a work of imagination. Some of the people and
situations may have been inspired by Gaspar de Carvajal's
account of an earlier Amazonian expedition, although Carvajal
was not on the historical voyage represented in the film. Other
accounts state that the expedition went into the jungle but
never returned.

Introduced by: Jason de Carteret

1924 / UK / 108 min. / B&W Hand Tinted
Director: Herbert Ponting
Robert Falcon Scott
We originally screened this extraordinary piece of documentary
film making as a matinée in 2012 to mark the centenary of
Scott’s ill-fated Terra Nova expedition to the South Pole. The
film was shot during the expedition by Herbert Ponting.
Ponting was a talented photographer and cinematographer but
did not join Scott for the final leg and consequently returned
home safely with his films which lay untouched until he edited
them in 1924. A not-to-be-missed opportunity to witness one of
the most famous episodes in British endeavour. It was so well
received by the few people that saw it that Sunday afternoon in
2012 we had long planned to screen it again as a Friday feature.
We are incredibly lucky that Polar Explorer, Jason de Carteret,
has agreed to join us and introduce this screening of this
extraordinary film. In 2011, Jason and two companions drove a
modified Toyota Tacoma overland from Patriot Hills to the
South Pole, a distance of over 1,000 kilometres (620 miles) in
a world record time of less than forty hours – over twenty-nine
hours quicker than the record time he had set previously. He
has also travelled to both Poles on skies.

Tea with Mussolini

30/10/16

1999 / Italy/UK / 116 min. / Colour Sunday Matinée - 3:00pm
Director: Franco Zeffirelli
Maggie Smith, Judi Dench, Joan Plowright, Lilly Tomlin
With a cast such as this playing a delicate comic drama by John
Mortimer, itself based on director Franco Zeffirelli’s own life
and you can’t really go wrong. The first time we screened this
wonderful film we were fortunate enough to have the film’s
cinematographer, the late David Watkin, introduce this
delightful tale of a disparate group of English and American
travellers on an indefinite visit to Italy during the
uncomfortable rise of fascism in 1935.

Shirley Valentine

4/11/16

1989 / UK / 108 min. / Colour
Director: Lewis Gilbert
Pauline Collins, Tom Conti, Julia McKenzie,
Alison Steadman, Joanna Lumley, Sylvia Syms
Shirley's a middle-aged Liverpool housewife, who finds
herself talking to the wall while she prepares her husband's egg
and chips, wondering what happened to her life. She compares
scenes in her current life with what she used to be like and
feels she's stagnated and in a rut. But when her best friend wins
an all-expenses-paid vacation to Greece for two, Shirley
begins to see the world, and herself, in a different light.

The Battle of The Somme

11/11/16

Accompanied live by: Stephen Horne & Martin Pyne
Introduced by: Dr. Toby Haggith, Imperial War Museum

1916 / UK / 77 min. / B&W
Cinematographers: Geoffrey Malins, John McDowell
The film depicts the British Army in the lead-up to and early
days of the Battle of the Somme, July 1916. Its première in
London was on 10th August 1916 and was released generally on
21st August. The film depicts trench warfare; showing
marching infantry; artillery firing on German positions; British
troops waiting to attack on 1st July; the treatment of wounded
British and German soldiers; British and German dead and
captured German equipment and positions. A scene showing
British troops crouching in a ditch then "going over the top"
was staged for the camera behind the lines.
The film was a great success, watched by about 20 million
people in Britain in the first six weeks of exhibition and was
distributed in eighteen other countries. In 1920 the film was
preserved in the film archive of the Imperial War Museum. We
are delighted to welcome Dr. Haggith, Senior Curator at IWM,
Stephen Horne on keyboard and Martin Pyne on percussion.

Nuovo Cinema Paradiso

18/11/16

1988 / France/Italy / 155 min. / Colour
Director: Giuseppe Tornatore
Antonella Attili, Agnese Nano, Philippe Noiret,
Jacques Perrin, Enzo Cannavale, Marco Leonardi
This enchanting and nostalgic look at the effect cinema
had on a young boy growing up in post-war Italy is told
with great charm and sincerity in bitter-sweet flashback.
This semi-autobiographical tale has a significantly
greater impact than its small-world plot might suggest.
For us, and many other film clubs, this film has a special
resonance - we are all trying to capture the unique,
special atmosphere it portrays.

Passport to Pimlico

9/12/16

Le Fabuleux Destin d’Amélie Poulain
(Amelie)

6/1/17

1949 / UK / 81 min. / B&W
Director: Henry Cornelius
Stanley Holloway, Barbara Murray, Betty Warren,
Raymond Huntley, Hermione Baddeley,
Margaret Rutherford, Sam Kydd
We could not say Valete to this year of Brexit without
screening this joyous slice of Ealing whimsy. An ancient
parchment, proving that Pimlico belongs to Burgundy, is
uncovered and the incomparable Stanley Holloway is
made head of the new government. The austerity of
rationing is thrown out and the locals take riotous
advantage of their new foreign status defying a
millennium of Anglo-French relations. Leave or Remain,
there is fun here to be had by all.
2001 / Germany/France / 121 min. / Colour
Director: Jean-Pierre Jeunet
Audrey Tautou, Mathieu Kassovitz, Yolande Moreau
Amelie is one of France’s most successful films, captivating
domestic and foreign audiences with its warm-hearted fable of
life as it should be. Jeunet has set his charming and romantic
comic fantasy in a Paris scrubbed clean of all that is irksome
and noisome and the audience is swept along by the portrayal
of verdant vegetable stands, eccentric old artists, charming
cafés, bubbling canals and endless blue skies as Amelie sets
about her joyous, self-given task of making the world a better
place.

Much Ado About Nothing

15/01/17

Trolljegeren (Troll Hunter)

20/01/17

1993 / UK/USA / 110 min. / ColourSunday Matinée - 3:00pm

Director: Kenneth Branagh
Kenneth Branagh, Michael Keaton, Keaneau Reeves,
Emma Thompson, Denzel Washington,
Richard Briers
For his second Shakespearean outing, Branagh agreed to
share the parts between British stalwarts and
Hollywood’s finest. And, by and large, it works. When
on familiar ground as here, Branagh directs with flair and
secures fine performances from his ensemble.

2010 / Norway / 103 min. / Colour
Director: André Øvredal
Otto Jespersen, Glenn Erland Tosterud, Johanna Mørck,
Tomas Alf Larsen, Robert Stoltenberg, Knut Nærum
This is the film Blair Witch could have, should have, been...
A group of university college students, Thomas, Johanna and
their cameraman Kalle, set out to make a documentary about a
suspected bear poacher, Hans. At the site of an illegally slain
bear they interview local hunters, who comment that the bear
tracks look odd, as well as Finn Haugen, head of the
Norwegian Wildlife Board. Finn dismisses the idea that the
bear tracks could have been faked. The students follow Hans
in an attempt to secure an interview but he continually rebuffs
them. After following him into a forest at night time, they see
mysterious flashing lights and hear roars.
The Fleapit
Cinema Club

UK INDEPENDENT FILM FESTIVAL
3rd - 5th FEBRUARY 2017

2nd Fleapit UK Independent
Film Festival

3/02/17
~ 5/2/17

After the success of our inaugural Festival last year we are
delighted to announce the second. We will issue the full
programme of films later in the season in a separate booklet as
before. The format will be braodly the same, opening on the
Friday night 3rd February and closing after the 5:00pm
screening on Sunday 5th. All screenings will, hopefully, be
introduced by the director(s). As before, the Fleapit Cinema
Cafe will operate in the Front Meeting Room at the Hall
Saturday and Sunday.
Please note that to simplify things, we have added an extra
screening to the regular Season and Members will need to
purchase tickets to any of the films included in the Festival
screenings they wish to attend.

